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Disclaimer

The statements & opinions contained in the advertisements
and writings are solely those of the advertisers/authors and do
not necessarily reflect those of the editors or the publisher. Im-
ages and art used in this magazine has been sourced from the
internet and has no commercial value. The appearance of
advertisements in this publication is not a warranty, endorse-
ment or approval of the products or services advertised or of
their safety. The Editors & the Publisher disclaim responsibility for
any injury to persons or property resulting from any ideas or
productions referred to in the articles or advertisements.
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My Dear BAGA Family,

It has been my honor to serve you as the President of your organization this
year along with my highly efficient Executive team. Each year the Durga Puja
strengthens our social bonding, in a far-away country that we call home. How-
ever, this year Puja comes amid pandemic, economic sufferings, and political
unrests in the USA, reminding us the true virtue of Durga Puja: the victory
journey of light over darkness, truth over untruth, and life over death!

Unlike other years, you do not have to drive to the venue, or fly down to At-
lanta from other cities to attend the Puja, we are bringing the festivities to
you in the safety and comfort of your home. We embarked on our journey as
2020 Executive Committee with the Saraswati Puja in February which was a
grand success. Everybody enjoyed our presentations, decorations, food ar-
rangements and above all, the last-together of the year. Our talented BAGA
kids were fascinating and their performance will remain alive in our memory.
The appreciation from our members made us more resilient and determined,
though the pandemic forced us to choose virtual platform COVID-19 simply
could not stop us!

We successfully executed our first virtual program Kabi Jayanti with a terrific
success, followed by “The Bollywood Night" resulting in a bigger hit. The third
virtual event “Jaya Jaya Durga” was organized on Mahalaya which included
the "Tarpan" ritual to relive the memory of those beloved who are no longer
with us. Every year, children from BAGA impress us with their talents and per-
formances. The tradition goes on this year. On October 17th, thanks to many
wonderful parents, BAGA is hosting an online kids’ program to showcase our
kid’s talents.

Durga Puja 2020 begins on 23rd October. Despite unnatural circumstances,
this year’s balanced artist lineup can rival any other year’s Durga Puja. The
artists who will be performing this year include Indrani Sen and Kamolini
(Rabindra Sangeet); Poushali and Dohar Band (Folk Genre), Shovan Sundar
(Rabindra Kabita); Shaswati Phukan (Bollywood). On the 24th, it is with my
immense pleasure, | announce that for the very first time BAGA will present
Padma-Shri Hariharan and Jolly Mukherjee from Bollywood. It would have
been an awe-inspiring moment to meet them in person, however, due to

TGIST 4839 Pratichi The Gvur 2020 1
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safety precaution, we will have to enjoy their presence - virtually. Neverthe-
less, the experience will be unmatched!

In order not to miss out in participation of the Anjali or the Aarti, we shall per-
form the puja from a remote location which can be virtually experienced by
member families through the live streaming of the events. Moreover, we have
already distributed food coupons so members can collect and enjoy the food
during the programs. For our annual Pratichi magazine, we are offering an un-
parallel online multimedia magazine experience with separate publications for
children and adults. Thanks to the Pratichi team for making it happen. This
year BAGA initiated a tremendous fundraising effort and contributed heavily
towards charities in both the United States and India especially, for Covid-19
and Amphan relief. We thank all BAGA members and BAGA management for
their generosity and dedicated efforts.

| want to express my gratitude to my Executive team, and to all members who
extended their support, ideas, and advice. | respectfully mention our Senior
members, our past and current BOD, EC and BYC members who guided BAGA
wo where it stands today. Let us pray to Ma Durga, who epitomizes female
strengths to guide us to the path of righteousness and seek her blessings for a
brighter future filled with peace, happiness, and prosperity for all. Thank you!

Kishore Chakraborty
BAGA 2020 President

TGIST 4839 Pratichi The Gvur 2020 1



Kiriti Gupta
Chairperson

Mohua Maity
Secretary

Mamata Paul
Director

Dibyendu De
Director

Ayan Banerjee
Treasurer

Dr. Anirban Majumdar
Joint Treasurer
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Kishore Chakraborty
President
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Vice President
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BAGA Executive Committee, 2020

Bishan Chandra

Vice President |

Apala Sen
Vice President

Shantanu Paul
Treasurer
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)E§ BAGA Extended Committee, 2020

Saraswati Puja — February 1, 2020 - DeSana Middle School

Purohit : Sailendra Banerjee

Puja Assistant : Gauri Banerjee, Soma De, Suparna Nath, Gargi Chakraborty and Sucheta Chakraborty

Decoration: Lahari Das, Shreya Mitra, Angshuman Guin, Arpita Gupta

Puja Sponsor: Dimple Majumder and Mamata Paul and Sukla Mondal

Cultural Program Committee: Joyshree Chowdhury, Apala Sen and Chandrima Roy

Food Committee: Bishan Chandra, Dimple Majumder, Sukla Mondal and Mallika Basu

Food Distribution Team: Arpita Gupta, Ruchira Roy, Pranabesh Das, Saumya Bhattacharya, Subhadra Gupta, Papia
Das, Romeo Laskar, Sanjib Gupta, Dibakar Chandra, Saptarshi Roy and Somnath Dey

Vendor Coordinator: Rikia Saha

Kobi Jayanti : May 16, 2020 - Virtual Program

Cultural Program Committee: Joyshree Chowdhury, Apala Sen

Technical Team : Niloy Bhattacharya, Subhadra Gupta, Angshuman Guin, Shantanu Paul, Arindam Chowdhury and
Avijit Saha

Bollywood Night : July 11, 2020 - Virtual Program

Cultural Program Committee: Joyshree Chowdhury, Apala Sen

Technical Team : Niloy Bhattacharya, Subhadra Gupta, Angshuman Guin, Shantanu, Arindam Chowdhury Paul and
Avijit Saha

Mahalaya : September 19,2020 - Virtual Program

Cultural Program Committee: Joyshree Chowdhury and Apala Sen

Technical Team : Niloy Bhattacharya, Subhadra Gupta, Angshuman Guin, Shantanu Paul and Avijit Saha
Tarpan : Pradip K Bhowal

BAGA Kids Program: October 17,2020 — Live Program

Cultural Program Committee : Joyshree Chowdhury, Apala Sen and Mallika Basu
Technical Team : Shantanu Paul and Avijit Saha

Durga Puja: October 23™,2020 to October 25™ 2020.

Purohit : Sailendra Banerjee

Puja Assistant: Gauri Banerjee, Sucheta Chakraborty and Malini D Ghosh

Technical Team: Niloy Bhattacharya, Shantanu Paul and Avijit Saha

Food Committee: Bishan Chandra

Invitation Card: Bishan Chandra

Pratichi Team : Nita Bose, Rabindra Chakraborty, Soumitra Chattapopadhyay, Sajal Chattopadhyay, Paromita Ghosh,
Rina Datta Chakravorty, Debasree Chatterjee, Parimal Majumder, Anil Chakraberti and Satinath Sarkar

Pratichi Cover Page Design : Indrajit Chowdhury

Fund Raising : Avijit Saha and Shantanu Paul
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Dear BAGA Members, Patrons,
Sponsors, and Volunteers,

We thank you for your support.

BAGA Executive Committee
BAGA Board of Directors
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The Best of Greece

Kiriti G

| came to know much about Greece from history
class during my years in High School. | learned about
the great philosophers such as Socrates, Aristotle,
and Plato. Of course, who can forget the story of Al-
exander the Great? Greece is the birthplace of West-
ern civilization. It is situated on the southern tip of
the Balkan Peninsula; Greece is located at the cross-
roads of Europe, Asia, and Africa. | always wanted to
visit Greece one day to experience the wonder that |
only read about in books. So finally, in August of
2019, | was able to make what was once just a wish,
become a reality.

There are so many tour choices to review when
considering such a massive undertaking. We wanted
to see as much as possible while in Greece, so we de-
cided on Cosmos Tours to cover the land tour and
island tour by ourselves. Cosmos is one of our favor-
ite and reliable touring companies. This is the fourth
time we used the company to travel places around
Europe, and | must say they make the travel experi-
ence comfortable with good hotels, knowledgeable
tour directors, and a tourist bus with a very experi-
enced driver.

‘ Acropolis by Night ‘

We started our journey from Atlanta to Athens via
New York. In Athens, we visited the Acropolis. The
Acropolis of Athens sits on a rocky hill and is a sym-
bol of the wealth and power of Athens at its height.
It contains the remains of several ancient buildings
including the most famous Parthenon. The Parthe-
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non is dedicated to the goddess Athena. Some near-
by sites we visited were: The Temple of Zeus, Acrop-
olis museum, the first Olympic Stadium, and the
main shopping district known as Plaka district where
one will find shops supplying everything from sou-
venirs, clothing, and not to forget, the delicious
Greek food. Strolling along the Plaka District is very
enjoyable as one gets to see real Greek people and
experience their hospitality. Communication is not a
problem because everybody understands and tries
to speak English. During our stay, we also took a
night-time tour of Athens to see the cultural side of
Greece, and it gives a completely different perspec-
tive of the city that is well worth the tour.

‘ First Olympic Stadium (1896) ‘

From the mainland, we crossed the Corinth Canal
and entered the Peloponnese peninsula to head to
the coast of Nauplia. From Nauplia, we travelled in-
to Argolis to stop in Epidaurus, located in the hilly
countryside with pine trees and oleanders. In this
magnificent setting, we saw the ancient OpenAir
Theatre that can still seat 14,000 spectators with
marvellous acoustics and view.

Like Italy, Greece is known for its historical signifi-
cance and has some of the world’s most fascinating
archaeological sites. We took the opportunity to visit
some of them in Sparta, which was our next stop.
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From Sparta, we travelled to Olympia where the ath-
letes of antiquity performed in honor of the king of
deities. We learned more about the history of the
Olympic Games and saw the real place where the
Olympic torch is first lit and carried to the Olympic
Games destination. That was quite a monumental
experience.

Following Olympia, we crossed the spectacular
Rion-Antirion Bridge, which links the Peloponnese
peninsula to the Greek mainland. Our next destina-
tion was Delphi, which was once called the “Navel of
the Earth.” The most interesting to note about Delphi
is that it was the greatest oracle of the ancient world
where people flocked to seek advice.

We continued our journey to Kalambaka to see
Meteora, a cluster of spectacular Christian Orthodox
Monasteries perched on a set of rising rock for-
mation. We learned they were originally built by her-
mit monks living in caves carved into the rocks. Our
land tour ended in Athens after an incredible journey
through some of the breath-taking highlights of
Greek history, culture, architecture, and cuisine.

‘ Santorini by Day

Our island tour started with a one-day visit to
three Greek islands of Hydra, Poros & Aegina. The
following day we travelled by Blue Star ferries to the
volcanic island of Santorini. We were spellbound by
the island’s natural beauty, as well as picturesque
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buildings in white built along the slopes. The view of
the sunset from the top of the hill was awesome.
After spending three days here, we headed toward
the biggest island of Crete by using the high-speed
jet ferry. We spent a couple of days in Crete in a ho-
tel just facing the Aegean Sea. The island is moun-
tainous; we took a tour to Mount Ida, Crete’s highest

point. The next day, we |

Santorini by Night

took the overnight ferry back to Athens. We booked
a cabin on the ferry, which made our journey com-
fortable. After spending a few more days in Athens
to see the remaining sightseeing places and do some
last-minute shopping, we headed for our home in
Atlanta, Georgia, in the USA.

The duration of our tour was twenty-one days.
My expectations and reality were completely differ-
ent. | had no idea that we would have the best time
of our lives in Greece. We have relieved those won-
derful memories since returning, and | would highly
recommend visiting Greece to anyone who wants a
unique adventure covering history, culture, archi-
tecture, and cuisine.
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Out of many, | am sharing two paranormal experi-
ences with our readers, which have no possible ex-
planation.

Delaware River Fishing

Every Spring | would be eagerly waiting for a call
from my co-worker Joe. Joe, son of a Swedish immi-
grant couple in Long Island, retired from the US Army
a few years earlier. As such, he spent a significant
amount of time fishing. | was Joe’s fishing buddy for
fifteen years. Over the years, we did both saltwater
and freshwater fishing. There was another reason for
Joe’s interest in fishing. Joe had hearing problems;
and fishing requires good eyesight and sense of feel
rather than any special hearing.

One evening in late April of 2001, | got a call from
Joe. He wanted to pick me up at 3:00 AM next
morning for fishing in the Delaware River near Port
Jervis, NY. Like any other trip, Joe showed up right
at 3:00 AM. It took us about 40 minutes to reach
the river. Joe parked his car, and we started walking
to the river bank on the dark and foggy morning.
We both had wader so that we could cast out lines
from knee-deep river water. After about half an
hour of fishing, we decided to have a cup of coffee.
So we came back up to the car and drove around to
locate a restaurant knowing fully well that finding a

My Sixth Sense

Ranen Chatterjee

cemetery. The cashier at the desk took the order. |
looked around as we waited for coffee. There were
about eight tables. Most of them were occupied by
elderly couples silently eating breakfast. | watched
them eating breakfast without any sound. No sound
from spoon, fork or knife. Also | smelled old cheese

all around us.

After finishing our coffee, we left the money with
tips on the table and came outside where our car
was parked. There were no other cars parked. This
place was on a hilltop, and there were no homes
visible nearby. “How did the other guests in the
coffee shop manage to come,” | asked myself? |
looked over the graveyard next door for a possible
explanation. Who were these people and where did
they come from? | asked Joe if he noticed the same.
He kept silent, possibly because he was hard of

hearing. Joe passed away a few months after this

coffee shop this early in the morning would be diffi- incident.
cult. Soon we found a small restaurant next to a
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Holiday Inn at Ft. Patterson Airbase:

It was the evening before Columbus Day. The air
had cooled down a lot. Tired and exhausted from air
travel, | arrived at the Holiday Inn right next to Ft.
Patterson Airbase. The desk clerk politely informed
me that the hotel was full, and | must look for a va-
cancy elsewhere. After lots of persuasion, he agreed
to provide a room located at the far corner of the ho-
tel complex that was used by the hotel employee. |
had no other choice but to accept the offer since the
Airbase BOQ was not available in such a short notice.

After a quick dinner, | went to bed and fell deeply
asleep. It was way past midnight when a strange
sound broke my sleep. | listened to the sound in-
tensely. Someone was walking in my room! | could
hear the sound of every step from the far corner of
the room to my bed, which would intermittently stop
for a few minutes. This walk cycle kept repeating
again and again. | could not see anything since it was

My Sixth Sense - Ranen Chatterjee

dark. “It must be a hot water heater,” | consoled my-
self. | lived in the North and was used to this type of
sound from the water heater in the room. Suddenly,
it came to my mind that it was Florida. Room heaters
are not used in Florida! Finally | gathered enough
courage to sit up on my bed and turn the light on.
The room was empty, and | couldn't hear any sound
of walking any more. Nor could | find any hot water
line! | looked at the table clock next to my bed. It was
3:00 AM. The room was unusually hot at this time of
the year. | could not go to bed anymore.

The next morning, | checked out from the hotel to
find another hotel. Before | left, | shared my experi-
ence of the strange noise with the desk clerk. He
looked at me curiously and smiled. Later, | learned
from folks in the Airforce base that there was a
shooting in the hotel a few years back leading to a
death. Could it be the unhappy soul that was still liv-

ing in the room?|
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It was a Fall night around 1lam and | was in my
office in Buffalo, busy keying a proposal on my desk-
top. Because laptops were uncommon then and | had
no computer at home, | was in the office working to
meet a deadline.

My office was rather large, and it was on the third
floor of a historic building called Hayes Hall. The
doors to enter Hayes Hall and the corridor to my
office needed a key card to unlock. Hayes Hall being
an old building, many things did not work well but we
managed with what we had.

My office and the office of our secretary were on
the right side of the corridor. The two offices were
side by side and a small door connected them. The
door to my office from the corridor did not work well,
so it was permanently locked, and | used to enter my
office through the secretary’s office. Once inside the
building, getting to my office meant unlocking the
door to the corridor, walking down about 30 feet,
and using the door to the secretary’s office to enter
my office. To direct visitors through this maze of
doors, | had put up a sign outside my office door,
“PLEASE USE THE OTHER DOOR” and it had an arrow
pointing to the secretary’s office.

My office was rather large, and | had partitioned off
a smaller office space within It for me. Outside the
partitioned office, was a small lounge to meet visitors
and a small library with reference materials. Sitting at
the computer, | had a clear view of anyone entering
my office because the partition wall was low, and |
could easily see the door between the two offices.
The door to the secretary’s office had a gentle
squeak, which always alerted me when it opened.

The night | met an old woman in my office, it was
quite late, and | was exhausted from working long
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Sally, the Lost Opportunity

Abir Mullick

hours. | was feeling chilly and wished the heat was
on. The light over the computer brightly lit the work
desk but the room was dimly lit from the light that
escaped out of the work area.

Suddenly, | heard a knock on my office door that
was locked and it had a sign with an arrow. Wonder-
ing who it might be and why anyone is disturbing me
this late, | felt irritated and said with a snap, “Please
use the other door” and kept working. | did not hear
the door squeak and so don’t know how long it was
before | lifted my head up, and to my utmost sur-
prise, saw an old woman standing near the door. |
could not believe my eyes and so | blinked a few
times to confirm what | was seeing; Yes, there was an
old white woman in her 80’s. She had a lot of wrin-
kles on her face and the shadows from the wrinkles
made them look like she had whiskers. She was about
10 feet away from where | was sitting and | was see-
ing her from over the partition wall; she seemed
short and had thinning blonde hair, which were un-
tied, uncombed and about shoulder length. Her light
blue eyes were sparkling in the dimly lit room as she
gazed directly at me. She looked terribly pale and her
white skin showed the veins underneath. She wore a
long sleeve nightgown that had floral patterns and a
thin pink ribbon held a gather around her neck. De-
spite the low light, | could see that the nightgown
was wrinkled and quite old.

But she looked very peaceful and did not raise any
fear in me. | did not feel disturbed though her stern
look froze me in a state of awe. Despite the distance
between us, | could see her right palm cupped for-
ward as though she was going to ask for something.
And she said, “Do you have a quarter?”

This is when | felt invaded, and | said abruptly, “No
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| don’t have a quarter”. | reacted sharply because of
what | was seeing. She did not ask if | had a dime or a
nickel, and on hearing my "No", she turned around
and started to walk towards the door. Suddenly
something struck me, and | said, “Stop. Is this what
you do? Go to people’s offices late at night and ask
them for a quarter”. She looked back at me, gave me
a Mona Lisa smile, and started walking towards the
door.

This is all that happened to me. | wrapped up my
work, put my things together and left for home. For
about two weeks | did not talk about it to anyone. |
was worried that this incident might scare people and
they will stop visiting me. One day when | opened up
to people, everyone felt odd and few students men-
tioned that they had occasionally seen, only from the
corner of their eyes, an old woman sitting at the sec-
retary’s desk at night. After this incident, whenever |
tried to work late, | felt uneasy as though a voice
from within me was asking me to leave, “Go home.
It's our time now”. Once when | attempted to stay
late, the voice within me grew so loud that | had to
rush off leaving everything behind.

My encounter with the old woman kept me preoc-
cupied and | blamed myself for not giving her a quar-
ter. | felt | missed out on the opportunity to examine
who she was and wondered if | had given her the
qguarter, would it have stayed in her palm or just
seeped through it.

Many thoughts kept me immersed and | ques-
tioned who came to see me? Do | know her from
somewhere? Why did she choose to visit me? Consid-
ering she provoked no fear in me, | thought about the
gentle soul with awe and amazement. | began to feel
that the encounter was purposeful and there is a
message in it.

| thought about the elderly people who regularly
participated in my research work and wondered if
anyone from that group came to visit me. Then, one
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day at a Eureka moment, | thought of Sally, an old
woman who had long ago participated in my re-
search. Suddenly, | detected a strong resemblance
between the visitor and Sally; both were short, white,
blond with shoulder length unkempt, uncombed and
unwashed hair.

Sally was very poor, and she was referred to me by
Terry, a nurse who used to monitor her health. Sally
lived in an old dilapidated neighborhood with homes
ready to be torn down. Many had boarded windows
and some had bars on them. Sally lived on the ground
floor of a two storey home and the squeaky sound

from opening the front door used to get her dogs and
cats restless — dogs barking in a bad chorus, cats run-
ning helter-skelter and Sally screaming to calm them
down. Sally loved her pets - they were her only com-
panions. Judging from the state of her living room,
she lived in a shabby home and it stank of pet odor.

Once my experiments got over, | rarely stayed in
touch with my subjects, except for Sally. She was
kind, caring, needy and very alone. She used to call
and beg me to visit her. Sally had outlived three hus-
bands and she talked about them with a glow on her
face. Her second husband Al was a US war veteran
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and her eyes glistened, when one day, she showed
me the medals he had received. She talked about
dancing with him and hummed the tunes with her
eyes closed. She brought out gowns she wore and
described the makeup she used to put on when she
went out with Al. Clearly, in those moments with me,
she was reliving a memory.

After visiting her a few times, one day Sally asked
me for fifty dollars as her monthly checks were not
enough to pay for groceries. | gave the money and |
left. When | narrated this to Terry, she was not happy
because she felt that Sally was using the cash to buy
alcohol. She forbade me to give her money, instead
she advised to take groceries for her. Following that
incident, | avoided Sally despite her frequent calls.
Gradually, her call stopped coming and | forgot about
her. But the picture of the visitor in my office,
brought back memories of Sally. | called Terry to find
out about Sally; only to find out that she had died
though Terry could not tell me when.

| felt deeply saddened by the news and | cursed
myself for listening to Terry. If only | had not ig-
nored her calls, | thought to myself. | blamed my
poor judgment and felt horrible about ignoring her
pleas to visit her. The voice. “darling, where are
you” on my answering machine, began to echo loud
in my ears. That | avoided her when she needed me,
started to make me feel small. | lamented over the
lost opportunity to say goodbye and | cursed myself
for not meeting her. As | grieved in silence, | re-
membered an incident with Sally. After visiting her
for a year, one day she asked me if | could take her
out to dinner. On a Saturday evening, | picked her
up and took her to a restaurant of her choice on
Hertel Avenue. It was a hole-in-wall restaurant, but
it served food she liked. While | ordered a simple
pasta dish, | vividly remember her ordering Mid-
night pasta, a dish made with garlic, Anchovy’s, and
lots of olive oil. The orders came and while we were
eating, she talked about having been here with Al
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and pointed to a table where they sat. As she
twirled her fork in a sea of olive oil, | could see oil
drip down in sync with her tears of joy. She was
completely dissolved in her memory of Al; she was
not eating pasta alone.

As | thought about the dinner with Sally, | smiled.
| felt happy that | could take her out. | felt comfort-
ed by the opportunity that | could help her relive
her past. As | smiled in silence with my eyes closed,
| remembered my time with her and said, “Goodbye
Sally until we meet again”. BUT | NEVER SAW HER
AGAIN.
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Pandit Jasraj

An interview on the Classical Musical Legend with
his disciple, Pritam & Prithwi Bhattacharjee.

Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta pays homage to
Padma Vibhushan Sangeet Martand Pandit Jasraj

Pandit Jasraj, the legendary Indian classical vocalist, recently passed away on 17th August, 2020. His
death leaves a deep void in Indian cultural sphere.

Apala and Surajit Bandopadhyay, students of Pandit Jasraj Music School of Atlanta, prepared the
written question and answer session with their Guru Pandit Pritamji and Pandit Pritwirajli to know
about the life and teachings of their Guru Pandit Jasraj-ji.

Pritamji, you are one of his foremost disciples.
Please tell us more about your Guru, his musical
journey and contribution in Indian Classical music.

Pritamji: Guruji’s demise is a huge loss for the entire
world of music. Personally, it has left a vast and a
deep void within me. He was not only my guru, but
also a father figure to me, a true friend, philosopher
and a guide! As my Guru, he was the embodiment
of Param Bramha , the God to me, “Guru r Brahma
guru r Vishnu guru r devo Maheshwara”. As his
shishya, | feel extremely blessed and fortunate to
not only learn music from him, but also, | learned
the essence and meaning of life, of being, of human-
ity, spirituality and integrity of character.

My guru ji, Sangeet Martand Padma Vibhushan
Pandit Jasraj-ji was a living legend of Indian classical
music. Soulfulness and spirituality were central as-
pects of his music; music that was par excellence. He
popularized Indian classical music amongst the mass-
es and was one of the greatest musicians of all time.
Belonging to the Mewati gharana, his musical career
spanned for 75 years resulting in national and inter-
national fame and respect. He received numerous
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major awards and accolades including three of the
highest civilian honors for Indian citizens; the Padma
Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri. Guruji
was honored with the title “Sangeet Martand” which
means “Sun of the music”. Recently, he became the
first Indian musician to have a planet named after
him. The planet “Panditjasraj”, orbits the sun be-
tween Mars and Jupiter.

Although he belonged to the Mewati gharana, a
school of music known for its traditional performanc-
es of ‘khayal’, Guru ji additionally and successfully
popularized semi-classical musical styles such as Bha-
jan and Haveli Sangeet.

Pritamji, please tell us about your musical journey
and how you became his disciple?

Pritamji: | was highly drawn towards Pandit Jasraj-
ji’'s music since | was a child. | was only 7 years old
when | became an ardent follower of Guruji’s music
and thus considered him as my Guru even before
formally | became his disciple. | used to listen to his
music recordings of earlier times. It was a divine in-
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tervention for me when Guruji visited my
hometown, Silchar in Assam, India for a concert
(never before and never after has Pandit Jasraji-ji
performed in Silchar since then!). | was 13 years old
and was very excited to hear him and meet him in
person. After Guruji’s concert, | met with him and
told him excitedly how much | love and followed his
music. Guruji then asked me to sing something for
him. | was overjoyed and with all humility and confi-
dence as a 13 old boy, | sang his composition “Ab
thare bina” in Raag Puriya, that | had learnt only
from his recordings. Upon hearing me sing the com-
position, Guruji was so thrilled and pleasantly sur-
prised that he immediately asked to meet my par-
ents to seek their permission to take me to Mumbai
with him as his disciple. He didn’t want to wait even
for a day! With Guruji’s and Almighty’s blessings, a
new chapter of my musical journey started in Mum-

bai as his shishya under his tutelage that has paved
the course for my entire life.

Pritamji, probably you stayed in Pandit-ji’s house
for a few years as per “Gurukul parampara”, please
share some details about it and day-to-day life that
you spent with him.

Pritamji: My taalim under Guruji’s tutelage started
after | shifted to Mumbai and became his disciple. |
lived with him at his home to learn music. Some-
times the teachings took place at his home, some-
times when we were traveling for concerts, some-
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times at the dining table, sometimes it took place
right on the stage during the program. As an inquisi-
tive learner, | always had several music related ques-
tions for him and he always explained them lovingly,
patiently and promptly. Even during his busiest
schedule, he always found time to respond to my
guestions — no matter where and when | asked

Prithwiji, you are one of foremost disciples of Late
Ustad Allahrakha Khan Saheb and living legend
Ustaad Zakir Hussain ji, and Director of percussion
in Pandit Jasraj School of Music in Atlanta. Please
tell us your interactions with Pandit Jasraj-ji.
Prithwiji: | used to listen, admire and follow Pandit
Jasraj-ji’'s music since my childhood along with
Pritam through the recordings we had. However, my
close and personal association with Pandit Jasraj-ji
began when Pritam became his disciple. Panditji
very lovingly welcomed both us into his world of
music and also as his family. | have learned a lot
about music, life and performance skills from him.
He was a storehouse of music and joyful lifestyle. |
have had the distinct privilege of performing with
and accompanying him in several concerts, that has
enriched my own musical journey as well.

Prithwi ji, can you please tell us how and when
Pandit ji thought about having schools in the USA?
In which cities in the USA do we have PJSM branch-
es? Outside India, in which other countries do we
have schools? Why did he choose Atlanta?

Prithwiji: It was Panditji’s vision and dream to popu-
larize and reach Indian classical music across the
world, especially in the USA and Canada. He wanted
to reach out to Indians as well as non-Indian popula-
tion. Pandit Jasraj Music Schools are founded in At-
lanta, New York, New Jersey and Tampa in the USA.
Also, we have music schools in Vancouver and To-
ronto in Canada, and in Mumbai, India. | must say
that it was the people in these cities, whose love for
his music, interest & eagerness to seek this amazing
opportunity to have schools of such high level of
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excellence and stature, prompted their repeated
requests to Panditji to give permission to open
schools in their cities. Panditji on his own never de-
cided on specific cities to establish the schools. The
people were so enthusiastic and keen that schools
were founded in these cities.

Pritamji, can you please share Panditji’s thoughts
about different streams of music other than Hindu-
stani Classical and how it all relates to each other?
What did he think of light genres of music?

Pritamiji: Sure. Panditji liked to listen to other gen-
res and always encouraged young and upcoming
artists, who wanted to pursue a career in other
genres. However, Panditji always advised every
youth to first undergo training in Indian classical
music before delving into other genres. He firmly
believed that Indian classical music is the father of
all other genres, and thus an initial training in Indi-
an classical music would lay a great foundation for
anyone pursuing other genres or different streams
of music.

Pritamji, we have heard about Jasrangi Jugalbandi
and found it to be very interesting. Can you please
explain/elaborate more about it?

Pritamiji: Yes, Jasrangi Jugalbandi is a very inter-
esting and unique concept created by Guru ji,
where male and female artists perform jointly
without compromising their range, but using the
“murchhana bhed” (transpose) approach where
two different ragas with coinciding notes are used.

Prithwiji, we all know that mainstream Hindustani
classical music training is given in PJSM in Atlanta.
Is there any other genre of music taught here?

Prithwiji: At present only pure Indian classical mu-
sic, both vocal and Tabla, are taught at PJSM in At-
lanta. However, in the near future, PJSM Atlanta
plans to introduce semi-classical and light classical
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genres like bhajan, ghazal, tappa, thumri etc.

Panditji’s vocal range spanned across 3 and half
octaves, while it must be God gifted, did he do
any special training on it?

Both: Panditji was gifted with an amazing vocal
range that spanned across 3 and half octaves. He
utilized his entire range very intelligently and per-

fectly in his singing.

We heard that Panditji knew a lot of languages and
could speak many of them. Can you please share
some details around it?

Both: Yes, truly and amazingly he had an uncanny
ability to learn or absorb different languages. He
was fluent in Hindi, Haryanvi, Avadhi (also called
“Braj bhasha”) Marathi, Gujrati, Bengali, English and
some southern languages. He has written and com-
posed many compositions in some of these lan-
guages.

What message would you like to give to music lov-
ers and today’s youngsters on his behalf ?

Both: Panditji always emphasized on learning the
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pure art form of India classical music as a must and
as a foundation to any form of music that music lov-
ers or youngsters may want to pursue. He always
stressed upon learning and mastering this art form
before singing or performing any other genre.

Are there any ragas that he was particularly fond
of and sang more than others?

Both: Although Panditji liked to perform most of the
ragas, like many of the Indian classical musicians,
some of his favorite ragas are Darbari Kanada, Puri-
ya, Malkauns, Bihaag, Maru Bihaag, Bilaskhani Todi,
Gurjari Todi, Bhairav, Ahir Bhairav, Bairagi Bhairav,
Nat Bhairav, Basant Mukhari, Jog, Lalit, Bhimpalas,
Bhairavi to mention a few.

Tell us more about Mewati gharana and things that
are specific to this gharana and how it’s different
from others?

Both: In Mewati gharana, the melodious aspect of
singing is given more importance along with the de-
votional aspects. Some of the intricacies of render-
ing of the raga makes it different from other ghara-

An Interview on Pandit Jasraj

nas. Also, the very uniqueness of rendering which

we call “gayaki”, along with tayyari & layakari makes

it distinct as a gharana.

Are there any special ragas that are performed pri-
marily in Mewati gharana?

Both: Yes, there are many ragas that are exclusively
rendered by Mewati gharana artists. Among them
many have been popularized by Panditji himself.
Some of these ragas are Nanak Malhar, NagDhwani
Kanada, Khamaj Bahar, Nat Narayan, Shuddh Barari,
Dhuliya Malhar, Charju ki Malhar.

Pandit ji lived in Kolkata for some time, can you
please share any details around it and his influence

on Bengalis?

Both: Pandit ji lived in Kolkata for well over a decade
and loved Bengali culture. He was very fluent in Ben-

gali. In the late 1950s, after he moved to Mumbai and

became famous, Bengali population were greatly in-

fluenced by him. Since then, he has always been very

popular among Bengalis.
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Introduction: Jamai Shashthi is a Bengali tradition in
which the bride’s family hosts an annual function and
celebrates their son-in-law. This age-old tradition is
probably rooted in the joint-family, and teen-
marriage customs, observed in earlier India.

Today, 28th May, 2020 is Jamai Shashthi or the day
to celebrate the Son-in-Law. | have no idea why it is
observed; moreover, why is there no parallel day to
celebrate the Daughter-in-Law? Similarly, there is a
Brother's Day (Bhratri-dwitia), but there is no Sister's
Day. Wondering why! In both cases, men seem to be
more valued by society than the women. Does it give
a message that men deserve to be valued and pam-
pered more while the women can be overlooked? On
both celebration days mentioned above, the son-in-
laws and the brothers are pampered by the mother-
in-laws and the sisters respectively, with the best
dishes available. The mother-in-law receives a
pronam (a humble salute) at most and the sisters
may receive nice gifts, like saris. It is shocking that
such discrimination is perpetuated mostly by women
themselves, while the men also accept that as their
fair due.

One may say, “well, but don't we worship Mother
Durga, at least in Bengal, with so much pomp that no
festival on Earth can come anywhere near it?” That is
true but such worshiping has little bearing on society
when it comes to the treatment of women. There are
many examples of inequality or shall we say, unfair
treatment which are dished out to women, particu-
larly towards widows.

Losing a husband often means losing virtually eve-
rything, robbing the widow of any pleasure of living.
A widow has to wear only borderless white saris and
no jewelry. She is asked to give up not only all meat,
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fish and eggs but even garlic and onion, which usu-
ally go to flavor such food; she cannot use the same
kitchen or utensils used by others. Heaven forbids,
she cannot marry again but a widowed man can and
does so routinely. Often dispossessed of any mone-
tary or property rights, she is treated more of an
economic burden than a real person; all because
she had sadly lost her husband. Fortunately, in mod-
ern times, such is not the norm, but surely it lives
on.

Rabindranath Tagore wrote: “After thinking about
it for a long time, | have concluded that men are
somewhat dis-jointed but women are quite com-
plete (ami onek din thekey bhebe dekhechhi

\

purushra kichhu khapchhara aar meyera besh
shusompurno).”

Whenever | see that women are fighting for equal
rights, | wonder why! In most ways, except physical
strength, women are so much more than equal. It is
she who brings us to the world, nourishes us, makes
our homes, and looks after us when we are not well.
She does not discriminate between men and wom-
en. Men are incapable of equaling her feat. Women,
are you listening? Get on with it and count on many
of your sons backing you up. Be the real Ma Durga!
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Fear, Confusion & Rising Awareness of Human Consciousness

It is a crisp, autumn morning and | sit on the deck
outside; as the whipping wind makes me shiver. |
enjoy the silent, peaceful beauty of the blooming
flowers and tall, strong trees with their leaves
changing into vibrant red, orange, and yellow. In the
distant horizon, the lush green rows of the north
Georgia mountains shine against the flawless blue
sky. | feel a heavenly anticipation in nature for Ma
Durga's arrival. All Bengalis around the world eagerly
wait for the arrival of the Goddess of strength to
worship and celebrate her with pomp and festivities.
But | sadly realize that, this year we have to wel-
come and worship Ma Durga in our hearts.

2020 has been a defining year. It started with the
usual hopes and promises, but unbeknownst to us
soon the world would go through an unprecedented
time. Suddenly, the coronavirus transformed our
lives beyond recognition.

Poet Haroon Rashid writes:

“We slept in one world and woke up to another
Suddenly Disney has no more magic,

Paris is no longer romantic, and

In New York everyone sleeps and

Chinese wall isn’t a fortress anymore.”

As the world plunged into a pandemic, our hearts
and souls froze with the fear of loss, death, econom-

R
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ic uncertainties, and the unpredictability of this un-
known virus. Shelter-in-place and Lockdowns orders
forced us into isolation within the four walls of our
homes. Unemployment, challenges with child care,
online schooling, and the scarcity of essentials creat-
ed confusion and psychological distress.

But humankind is resilient and, as we tried to make
sense of the new world and the new reality, some
silver linings emerged.. We returned to basics and
found new respect for nature. We rediscovered the
value of family as we spent quality time with them
and reached out to our neighbors, friends and ex-
tended families through modern technologies. Crea-
tivity flourished as the pandemic compelled us to

find new ways to connect, make art, and embrace
our faith and humanity. Medical professionals and
front line workers went above and beyond the call
of duty and became our heroes. Like sunflowers on
a cloudy day, missing the sunlight, amazingly turn-
ing to each other for the energy to bloom, we
turned to our fellow humans for support and
strength.

And during this global catastrophe, suddenly na-
tional boundaries vanished. People from every cor-
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Fear, Confusion & Rising Awareness of Human Consciousness

ner of the earth, humbled by the frailty of our
lives, awakened to a collective consciousness of a
sense of the oneness of humanity. It reminds me
the phrase from the Hindu Upanishad, Vasudhaiba

Kutumbakam. .(?ﬁ%zl? @W) meaning “The

world is One family". | wonder how the Historians
are witnessing this worldwide health, economic,
political crises and how they are trying to fathom
the magnitude of uncertainties that will change
our world.

Sometimes this pandemic along with the wildfires
on the west coast, hurricanes, and floods, and the
recent disaster of 'Amphan' in West Bengal, make

Malabika (Nita) Bose

me ponder about the mythical reckonings . But in
reality, that is not something | am concerned
about... rather | think about how the effects of
this year will reshape the existence of the future
generations so they continue to thrive on this pre-
cious earth. As the scientists, epidemiologists, and
pundits calculate, research, and predict the future,
| am engaged in connecting with loved ones
through socially distant visits or through technolo-
gy and virtual hugs. These connections give me
some solace as | quote Rabindranath Ta-
gore.....Angabiheen Alingone Sokol Anga Bhore

(TG STTHC AP S O,
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A royally dressed person roaming on the stage. He
appears to be bewildered and with some serious
thoughts.

King: Where am |? What am | supposed to do in this
dense forest? Nobody’s here around! (Looking
around) Do | see a person yonder? Yes, yes! Ahoy!
Do you hear me? Yeah, | am calling you. Please come
here. Let me talk to you, please!

A well-dressed person with a pagri appears with fold-
ed hands.

Vaisya: Pranam, Maharaj! Did you want to talk to
me?

King: Yes. Who are you?

Vaisya: | am a businessman, Samadhi is my name,
Sir.

King: Why did you address me as Maharaj?

Vaisya: Who does not know the famous King Surath?
Are you on a hunting trip, Sir? Where are your body-
guards?

King: | will answer you later. First, you tell me what
are you doing here? Who is attending your shop?
Vaisya: | am going through some misfortune present-
ly. My family has snatched all my possessions and
disowned me. They have deported me to this forest.
Am | lucky to see you here! Please protect me from
wild animals, Sir.

King: Who me! | am facing the same fate as yours!
My family, ministers, soldiers have all banished me
from my kingdom. | am wandering about in the forest
and | keep thinking about what course | should take
now.

Vaisya: Something is astounding me very much. Have
I lost my mind?

King: No, please do not lose it. You have lost all your
relatives and possessions. Mind is the only thing you
have. Pray, so you do not lose it too.
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Vaisya: Oh, King, just think of it. My wife, children,
servants - they are the ones who have wronged me.
And yet, all my thoughts are about them! How they
are doing without me, what they are eating, how
they are procuring food... these thoughts are worry-
ing me all the time!

King: By jove! | am distressed exactly the same way!
Why so? We're no juvenile idiots! All my current wor-
ries are about my family, my ministers, my subjects
and even my horses and elephants!

Vaisya: That’s a mystery to me, oh King! | am totally
bewildered!

King: So am |, flabbergasted! We need someone to
help us in this matter.

Vaisya: | know, Medhas Rishi’s Ashram is nearby.
Let’s seek and pray for His advice and blessings.
King: Yeah, it’s the best idea. Let’s do it. Do you know
the place?

Vaisya: No, Sir, but | know it is in this forest. I'm sure
we can find out.

The two started roaming about. As they walked to
one side of stage—

King: (Pointing off-stage) | see yonder a hermitage.
Vaisya: Yes! That's His place. Let’s hurry. | am hungry
and thirsty.

King: So am I. Let’s rush.

They hurriedly walked off the stage.

Medhas Rishi is sitting on the ground reading some
books. King Surath and Vaisya Samadhi entered and
bowed down to touch His feet.

Rishi: Welcome, gentlemen. Please be seated. May |
know your names please?

King: Revered Sir, | am Surath.

Rishi: Oh! The king! Welcome to my humble abode.
(Turning to Vaisya) And you?

Vaisya: My name is Samadhi. | am a businessman by
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Rishi turns towards the back stage and waives. One
lady enters.

Rishi: (addressing the lady) Priyombada, our guests,
King Surath and Vaisya Samadhi. They look tired,
hungry and thirsty. Bring some fruits and drinks for
them.

Priyombada nodded and went out.

Rishi: What brings you here?

King: My ministers, soldiers and even my wife and
children have forsaken me. They have chased me out
of my kingdom. So, | have come to the forest.
Vaisya: My family has also driven me out of the
house after snatching all my possessions.

King: | was a king and he was an established busi-
nessman - not some uneducated fools! But we are
always thinking about the welfare of the people who
has wronged us! Why? What’s happening to us?
Rishi: You are neither fools nor mentally deranged.
Education and sense, the two things you are so proud
of, are possessed by all animals. Yet they also suffer
from this malady.

Vaisya: Who forced us into this situation? We didn’t
get there intentionally!

Rishi: The natural force that overpowers all of us is
called MAHAMAYA, or big illusion. Mother Nature
has to keep the whole world moving , including all
inhabitants - humans and animals. This is how She
keeps revolving forever.

King: Who is this MAHAMAYA? When was she born?
How long ago?

Rishi: She is truly Omnipotent or preeminent and su-
preme, Omnipresent or all pervading and Omniscient
or all knowledge. She stays hidden almost always.
However, many times in the past, She had taken hu-
man forms to save the world and mankind from anni-
hilation. People wrongly call those appearances as
Her births.

Vaisya: Please tell us about those appearances and
actions of Her. We pray thee!
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Priyombada with a second lady entered with two
plates of fruits and sweets and two glasses of drink.
Putting these in front of the King and Vaisya, they
leave the stage.

Rishi: There are innumerable stories about her ap-
pearances in the PURANAS. Oh! King and Vaisya, you
both look tired, hungry and thirsty. Satisfy yourselves
with this meager offering as | narrate three of the
most famous appearances of MAHAMAYA.

King and Vaisya started eating.

Rishi: It was the beginning of time, when there was
nothing but water all around. Lord Vishnu was in
deep sleep on the famous Serpent, ANANTANAG,
floating in the water. On a lotus emerging from Vish-
nu’s navel was Lord Brahma, seated and in deep
meditation. He was mentally conceiving this earth as
His next creation. Suddenly, two demons came out of
Lord Vishnu’s ears named Madhu and Kaitav. They
immediately tried to kill Lord Brahma. He panicked
and then He went into prayer of MAHAMAYA to
awaken Lord Vishnu.

SONG Jago Tumi Jago (Dwijen Mukherjee’s song in
Birendra Krishna Bhadra’s MAHISASURAMARDINI)

Rish: Satisfied and pleased, MAHAMYA awakened
Lord Vishnu, who fought those two demons. After
five thousand years of fighting, they were finally de-
feated and killed. Their bodies fell in the water and
transformed into land of this Earth.
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King: |s this why we call it MEDINI?

Rishi: Yes, King.

Vaisya: This is really fascinating!

Rishi: The second time he appeared to destroy the
demon MAHISASUR.

King: She appeared as Devi Durga?

Rishi: Yes. MAHISASUR was a very serious ascetic. He
meditated for a long period and pleased Lord Brah-
ma and asked for immortality. When told that noth-
ing in this world can be immortal, he asked for a
boon to be invincible by any day and any night by any
MALE. To him, it was as good as immortality.

Vaisya: But he was killed by Ma Durga! How was it
possible?

Rishi: Mahisasur believed he was immortal. He occu-
pied SWARGA, MARTYA and PATAL and started bully-
ing everyone. All living beings were totally bewil-
dered. Led by Lord Brahma, they approached Lord
Vishnu and Lord Mahadev for redress. Listening to
the atrocious and brutal behavior of Mahisasura,
Lord Vishnu and Lord Mahadev were furious. They
combined their cosmic energies to create Female
Goddess Durga. All inhabitants of the three worlds
decorated Devi Durga and shared all weapons. Devi
went to destroy the demon.

SONG & Jayo Jayo Japyajaye...Ramyakopardini Sailo
Suteh. DANCE

King: Now | understand why MAHISASUR was de-
stroyed by Ma DURGA and not any male God.

Rishi: The annihilation moment was the transition
between Asthami and Navami Tithi, not any specific
day or night-time.

Vaisya: |s it the significance of SANDHI PUJA?

King: s there no end to these demons? Why can’t
they let us live a peaceful life?

Vaisya: Did you not say MAHAMAYA is Omnipotent,
Omnipresent and Omniscient? Can She not get rid of
them totally?

Rishi: Yes, She can. If you think about it, these are
actually dualities in our mind. They are needed to
keep you alive and agile. Let me tell you the story of
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two siblings - Sumbha and Nisumbha. They acquired
enough strength to drive out all residents of Swarga.
In desperation they went to the Himalayas and
prayed for MAHAMAYA to protect them.

SONG  Mahavidya  Adyashakti ~ Parameshwari
Kalika.... (Lyrics & Music by Kaji Nazrul Islam, Sung by
Ajoy Chakrabarty)

Rishi: This time, She appeared as Devi Kaushiki. Ac-
companied by Devi Chamunda, she went to war and
after a long battle, she destroyed first Nisumbha and
finally Sumbha. Order in the three worlds was re-
stored.

King: Oh Reverend Sir, how can we overcome this
turmoil of life? How long will it take to get there?
Rishi: Devi Mahamaya sustains us during our lifetime
very mercifully. If one prays to Her, She will definitely
bless you.

Vaisya: What do we need to do to receive Her bless-
ing?

Rishi: Go to a secluded area. Meditate on Her glories
alone. Meditating to HER with sincerity, honesty and
faith is a must.

King: How long will we have to meditate?

Rishi: 1t depends on the individual. You must have
infallible faith. She will put you through tough tests
and grade your faith in many ways. Do not falter,
keep your determination to reach your goal. | assure
you that you will succeed.

Vaisya: Thank you, Sir, for your kind advice. I'll defi-
nitely go for it. King: Yes, | have decided to do the
same. Let’s go, Samadhi.

Both bowed down to the Rishi, received His blessings
and left the stage. Entered back from the other side
and sat down to meditate.

After many years of austere meditation, Devi Maha-
maya appeared. Both are flat on the ground doing

Sastanga Pranam pose. Mahamaya enters.

Mahamaya: You, Raja Surath and Vaisya Samadhi,
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please arise. | am Devi Mahamaya. | am very pleased
and delighted with your prayer. Both of you have
proved your qualifications. What blessings do you
desire?

King: Oh, Mother, please make me a very famous
person in my next birth. | desire fame.

Mahamaya: And you, Vaisya?

Vaisya: Oh, Mother, | do not wish to come back to
this material world anymore. Please give me deliver-
ance.

Mahamaya: So will it be. King Surath, you will be a
Manu, the first human in the next creation cycle.
Vaisya Samadhi, you will NOT be reborn anymore.
Your soul will merge into me. The main point here is
one must have a strong desire, determination and
total faith in himself. The scriptures assure that you
can achieve it if you really strive for it.
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October 29 marks the death anniversary of a Brah-
min child widow, lost in the shadows this blazing ray
of light is, Shrimati Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay. She
showed the courage to defy the orthodoxy of her
time by marrying out of caste, the younger brother
of Sarojini Naidu, Shri Harindranath Chattopadhyay.

In spite of the monumental struggles, Shrimati Kama-
ladevi Chattopadhyay has left behind an undisput-
ed legacy of courage. She was a true karma yogi, and
a warrior of compassionate justice, as well as an un-
common feminist, social visionary, artist, prolific writ-
er and world traveler. She changed the image of In-
dia and shaped its proud heritage in the world. Her
contributions are at par with the better-known names
described as the builders of independent India. Ka-
maladevi’s profound legacy is truly inspiring even to-
day, as societies around the world continue to strug-
gle with social and gender equity.

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay was born on April 3,
1903 in a Saraswati Brahmin family of Mangalore.
Her early life was marked by tragedies. Her dear el-
der sister, Saguna, with whom she was very
close, tragically died in her early teens after a brief
marriage. Kamaladevi lost her father, Anantha-
ya Dhareshwar at the age of seven. The family was
left bereft as no written Will was left by her fa-
ther. According to the then prevalent law, the prop-
erty went to her stepbrother. Her mother, Girijam-
ma was offered a meager maintenance allowance.
Self-respecting, proud, strong-willed Girijamma re-
fused the offer and moved in with her brother, de-
termined to raise her daughters by her-
self. Kamaladevi too became a child widow. In 1915,
at the fourteen she was married to Krishna Roa and
was widowed two years later by the age of 16. En-
couraged by her father-in-law, she joined Queens
Mary College in Madras. It was here that through
her friend, Suhasini, who was the younger sister of
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Vimal Nikore

Sarojini Naidu, she met, fell in love with and mar-
ried their younger brother Harindranath Chatto-
padhyay. Kamaladevi and Harindranath had a
shared passion for the arts, theater and music. The
remarriage was facilitated by the 1872 Marriage Act
that legalized union between individuals of different
caste and communities, and the remarriage of wid-
ows. In spite of the law, Kamaladevi faced intense
scrutiny and opposition. As if this defiance of ortho-
doxy was not enough, she took the courageous step
of divorcing Harindranath in 1955. Unconfirmed
sources state that this was the first divorce granted
by the Courts on amicable grounds. From this mar-
riage she had a son, Ramakrishna Chattopadhyay.
Kamaladevi was exposed to politics early on at her
uncle's house, which was frequently visited by Go-
pal Krishna Gokhale, Anne Basant, Ramabhai
Ranade and other luminaries. She joined Gandhili
in his fight for freedom. After India's independ-
ence, Kamaladevi was offered a Cabinet post and
other high offices. She declined and chose to dedi-
cate her life to social service and rehabilitation of
refugees.

The India-Pakistan partition was the largest migra-
tion of people in the history of the world. The help-
less migrant’s identities were reduced
to "refugees". Healing, and not just the rehabilita-
tion, was the need of the hour. Only someone with
deep empathy, vision and perseverance could ac-
complish this mountainous task. Kamaladevi
stepped in and started volunteer groups who would
visit the refugee camps, talk with women and listen
to their stories. Long before the western world for-
malized “art therapy”, women in refugee camps
were given sewing machines, knitting yarn, embroi-
dery threads. Their delicate phulkari embroidery
with silken unwoven threads of deep yellow, pur-
ple, green evoked the lush fields of mustard, happy
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songs and community. The work helped bond
the women together, stitch by stitch, the women’s
lives began to be woven back. Kamaladevi also
helped the refugee men in various ways.

With industrialization, new factory products were
coming into markets. Kamaladevi could foresee the
inevitable slow demise of our folk arts and cottage
industry, and along with that the end of livelihood
for many village women. She was also acutely
aware that in folk arts and handicrafts lies the soul
of a culture —its nuances and complexity, its histo-
ry, religion and mythology. It’s a thread that runs
from the past to the present. With strong determi-
nation to save the cottage industry, she started a
small office in New Delhi’s Janpath road, what is to-
day the thriving and world-renowned center known
as the Central Cottage Industry Located in the heart
of Connaught Place, Cottage Industry Emporium has
branches all over India. These products are authenti-
cally appealing, eco friendly, and representative of
the vast multitudes, many regional cultures and tal-
ents that abound in our colorful India.
The Emporium’s logo is a terracotta Bankura Horse
from Bishnupur, West Bengal — a famous destina-

Central Cottage Industries Emporium
Central Cottage Industries Corporation of India Ltd.
(A Govt. Of India Undertaking Ministry Of Textiles

tion for Indian crafts. Kamaladevi's vision, hard work
and foresight changed and shaped the world of arti-
sans in India. She was duly honored by UNESCO
Award for the Promotion of Handicrafts in 1977.
Kamaladevi’s soul was in arts and theater. In her
time, no respectable women worked in theater
much less in films. Kamaladevi, always ahead of
her times and courageous, acted not only in thea-
ter but in films as well. One of her better-known
films is Tansen with K.L. Saigal. She started the
prestigious Sangeet Natak Academy and National
School of Drama. Many notable artists of today got
their training at these institutes. Kamaladevi was
given numerous awards including the highest
awards from the Academy for her tremendous
leadership in popularizing, sharpening and above
all making the arts an honorable profession. Kama-
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ladevi was also instrumental in the building the
International Center in New Delhi. She was hon-
ored with the Padma Bushan in 1955 and Padma
Vibushan in 1987 by the government of India.

An ardent feminist, Kamaladevi embodied this in
her life — she lived it before she preached it. Her life
is her testimony. Kamaladevi was the first organizing
secretary of All India Women's Conference, 1926-
1927. In 1929, she attended the International Alli-
ance of Women in Berlin. She spoke up for gender
justice, prevention of child marriage, education of
women and started the Lady Irwin College in New
Delhi. Educated at Bards College, London, she trav-
eled the world to propagate the case for India’s inde-
pendence. She came to the United States and saw
the racial discrimination, the “Whites Only” signs dis-
played everywhere. She met with black leaders, cler-
gy, stayed with American families and spoke with or-
dinary people about their experiences. Moved by
the inhumanity of racial discrimination that was so
prevalent in USA, Kamaladevi spoke with black Amer-
icans about Gandhiji's non-violent fight for freedom.
This was long before Martin Luther King adopted this
approach during the American civil rights movement.
Based on her experiences in the U.S, Kamaladevi
wrote the book, Uncle Sam's Empire in 1944. A pro-
lific writer, she published a large body of work and
books on varying topics but chose not to leave be-
hind any of her diaries or personal papers. She
passed away on October 29, 1988 in Bombay. On her
115th birth anniversary, she was honored by Google
Doodle.

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay was a sari-clad mis-
sionary, a visionary beyond her times. A liberal hu-
manist solidly grounded in echoes of Indian life,
multi-talented with the empathy of a mother and
courage of a warrior. Our lives, and the world, is
enriched and sustained by the likes of Kamaladevi!
At her passing, the then President of India, Shri R.
Venkataraman, summed a worthy tribute, “it is hard
to use the word ‘late’ for Kamaladevi. She will al-
ways be a palpable presence."

We offer our sincere homage and gratitude to
her! May Kamaladevi’s indomitable spirit and
selflessness guide generations to come.
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Gamcha : Revival of the Weave

Part | (The Spark)

Our story started on a cold December morning of
2011, when Calcutta experienced its worst tragedy in
decades. The AMRI Hospital fire was the worst of its
kind in India, taking more than 80 lives. One of us was
part of the rescue missions.

What we carried from that day is the power of doing,
of getting up and going into the trenches to do what
you think is right. We wanted to do this while enter-
taining our flirtations with photography and design.
What followed was an art exhibition in our apart-
ment to raise money for an NGO our grandfather was
a doctor at. It went well, and we managed to raise
enough to build much-needed infrastructure for
them.

Part Il (Gamcha)

After our first exhibition, we had the confidence to
do more, and over the next few months we set-up in
more spaces and associated with more people to
bring about awareness of social causes we believed
in. We did all this collaborating with local artists, arti-
sans, dancers, musicians, creatives to put up event
after event. We experimented with making house-
hold products, stationery, photo frames, accesso-
ries—all with the local fabric gamcha.

Gamcha is widely known and used as a towel in and
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around West Bengal, India. This was the humble tow-
el we grew up with. It’s something that was in house-
holds all over Bengal, but with the introduction of
new material, was in decline. We wanted to do some-
thing about this. The gamcha story sets in when we
met two weavers who shut shop as demand wasn’t
there. They sat in the clinic of the NGO (mentioned
earlier) with coarse hands as labourers. They lost
their craft, and that really hit us. They were artists

who were forced to let go of something that was in
their family for generations. 145 East started as an
initiative to revive a ‘dying textile’, promoting the tex-
tile through photography, films, graphic illustrations
and compelling copy, and creating awareness about
it.
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Fashion Style with Gamcha—Pratibha Goel

e et

Our co-founder, Shoma Badoni believes in making
the products sustainable and eco-conscious, using,
for the most part, a local fabric called gamcha. With
this, we work to empower local artisans, craftsmen
and weavers. Collectively, at every stage of design,
we wish to revive the dying crafts of this age. In the
end, give back to the community we

inhabit and love.

As far as women are concerned in our production
process, we aim to create a multitude of employ-

ment opportunities for them. Most of our designs
are very simple, and can be performed with mini-
mal effort- a thread and a needle. Wherein zero
stitching skills or any other prior trainings are re-
quired. We are trying to create a space where
women around the city find it convenient to engage
with us directly, even from their households.

Future plans apart from making a presence with the
revival of gamcha as a textile:

e Empower underprivileged women by teaching
them skills for employment in small

sector industries.

 Bring people together to create free/ subsidised
healthcare for the underprivileged sections of the
society

e Get handwoven textiles to the front lines so that
the weavers and their voice back with the
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current generation.

145 East was born out a collection of the story of a
college dropout, of a former architect, of a mother
of two, of a grandfathers love, out of love for Cal-
cutta, creativity, and of course, gamcha. We took
this underdog fabric, from an underdog city, and
pushed it to households all over India. We’'ve
pushed it into film, music, high fashion, and want
to take it even further.

That’s why we’re now a full-service agency.

Part Il (The Agency)

All of us who make up 145 East have had no prior
training in the work that we’re doing today.

Fresh eyes and sensibility
gave us an edge to build a
creative engine that is trying
to put

Calcutta back on the map.
People leave this city for op-
portunities outside. We're
trying to create a culture of
film, music, design, art and
commerce, all from the heart
and soul of this city. We want
to bring it back to the fore-
front of conversation. We want to bring Bombay,
Delhi, Bangalore to Calcutta. And it’s happening
slowly.

Photo courtesy: https://www.thel45east.com
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Art and Development : The Story of Patachitra

Stories are intrinsic in Bengali ways of life. We
have been growing up listening to the stories of
Thakumar Jhuli. Our rituals and festivals are full of
stories, from Bratakatha to Laxmi Panchali to folk-
lores on appeasing gods and goddesses and de-
stroying demons. Stories are woven in the pallu of
ornate Baluchari sarees. Kantha embroidery is the
vocabulary of Bengali women. A unique visual sto-
rytelling tradition of Bengal is Patachitra. The word
Pata comes from the Sanskrit word Patta or cloth
and Chitra refers to painting. All of those who have
the last name of Chitrakar mean they are painters.
The painters, known as Patuas, paint stories on
paper and paste them together on recycled sarees,
making scrolls ranging typically from 5 feet to 11
feet and sometimes even 20 feet. The Patuas sing
the stories as they unfurl the scrolls. The songs are

: known as Pater Gaan,
and they have been
passed down orally
through generations. The

5 stories are from Hindu
S - mythology and folklore.
o\ " :r\ In the past, the Patuas

: & ~used to go from village to
village, singing the songs
and displaying the scrolls
to earn a living. Some of
you may have heard of
the song “dinga bhasao
sagore, sathire.” Most
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people do not know this is a Pater Gaan sung by
the Patuas while narrating the story of Behula sail-
ing with her dead husband.

Patachitra is a living heritage. This story is about
the revival of Patachitra by the tradition bearers.
The art form was languishing in the 1990s, and the
number of artists had dwindled to less than a

score. Only one or two artists knew the songs.
Most of the Chitrakars were earning from daily la-
bor and had stopped painting. The largest hub of
Patachitra is in Naya village in Paschim Medinipur.
The village is around 3 hour drive from Kolkata.
Since 2005, the Patuas of Naya have collaborated
with Banglanatak.com, a social enterprise head-
quartered at Kolkata, to revive their art. The living
heritages taught painting and songs to the young.
The artists revived their tradition of making colors
from fruits, flowers, leaves, and trees. They partici-
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The Story of Patachitra - Ananya Bhattacharya

SIMIGRIRI]

pated in fairs and exhibitions across the country
and globe to share their art. Today Naya has trans-
formed into a vibrant cultural hub. There are stu-
dents, scholars and tourists visiting the village eve-
ry day. The village looks like a fairyland with huts
adorned with paintings in bold colors and strokes.
At the center of the village is a community muse-
um showcasing the scrolls by different artists. Since
2010, every November, the Patuas celebrate their
tradition in the annual village festival POT Maya.
Nowadays, the artists paint on contemporary
themes and challenges such as protecting the envi-
ronment and ensuring gender equality. Patachitra
on 9/11 and Tsunami are very popular. The Patuas
of Medinipur are followers of Islam. Their tradition
of singing and painting about Hindu deities upholds
the syncretism of Indian culture. When the Covid-
19 pandemic jeopardized life across the world, the
Patuas were also affected. They lost their avenues
of income as exhibitions and fairs got canceled and
footfall of tourists became nil. But the Patuas drew
on Corona and sang how to prevent spread. They
went around and built awareness. They shared vid-
eos of songs, and the posts went viral. There are 80
families at Naya, and Patachitra is their livelihood.
In the past, men used to go around from village to
village, but now women are giving leadership. Rani,
Swarna, Jaba, and Monimala paved the path, and
their footsteps are followed by Mamini, Sushma,
Imran and others.

Another variant of Patachitra is Santhal Pata
closely linked to the rituals of life and death of the
Santhals, an indigenous community living in Purulia
and neighboring districts. The painting style is sim-
ple and has minimal use of colors. Rarely, more than
three colors are used in a frame. Lighter shades of
the colors are used. Saffron, yellow, orange are
made by pounding stones collected from neighbor-
ing hills. Green is made from leaves of flat pea, pur-
ple from Pui Metuli, pink from banyan flower, red
from Phanimansha flowers, and yellow from Palash
(Flame of the Forest) flowers! White is made from
Kharimati (Fuller’s earth) and blue from indigo.
Black is made from soot. The Jadu Pata depicts the
story of creation of the universe and the origin of
the Santhals. The Yama Pala Pata depicts the San-
thali perceptions of hell. Another popular theme is
that of the tiger god or Baghut Bonga. The paintings
include everyday activities like hunting, farming,
pounding grain, etc. Apart from the narrative
scrolls, there are symbolic traditions like the Chak-
sudhan Pata or Paralaukik Pata. This is practiced as
part of a funeral ritual. When a person dies, a Patua
visits the family of the deceased. The dead is depict-
ed in square or rectangular panels. The eyes are
drawn with charcoal and turmeric on a drawing of
the deceased person. Majramura in Purulia is a hub
of Santhal Patuas.

Cultural heritage is an asset for development.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNbQ5N59ZXE

The Story of Patachitra - Ananya Bhattacharya

SIIGRICI]

Banglanatak.com has been working with artist com-
munities like Patuas across Bengal for revival of
their traditional skills. Today Bengal has 15 villages
where the Government has supported development
of folk art centers. Between November and March,
the communities celebrate their art in village festi-
vals. More than 300 artists have traveled across the
globe showcasing their talents. Recognition and re-
spect as an artist has led to empowerment. Health
and education indices have improved along with
quality of life. The artists, though severely affected

by the pandemic and in some parts of the state by
Amphan, have not despaired. They are harnessing
the power of social media. They are offering online
heritage education programs. They are nurturing
their talents. Connect with them online or in person
when you visit Bengal. Learn about their heritage
and beautiful works of art. It will be a cherishing ex-
perience. The Patuas also make a wide variety of
products like painted stoles and sari, decorative
items, and painted trays and jewelry. Show off the
painted stole you may have bought.
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Photo courtesy: banglanatak dot com
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Shunya Batik

Shunya, established on 15th August 2004, is lo-
cated in a rural area near Mecheda, Purba Medini-
pur, West Bengal. It is an organization dealing with
the manufacturing, marketing, and selling of handi-
craft products, mainly in Batik & Kantha stitch,
through its own workshop. From the very begin-
ning, Shunya’s goal was to establish a new genre of
Batik with the help of poor rural women. In less
than two decades, Shunya has taken its Batik de-
signs to another level. Unique concepts, appropri-
ate color combinations, and creative eyes make the
designs different and exclusive. Shunya has

changed and improvised its style of work system-
atically over the years and has become an epitome
of extraordinary creations by this time. Today,
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Kartik Manna

Shunya is recognized as the number one Batik de-
sign development organization in India that has
made an indelible impression in the fashion world
by setting up its own identity through a new genre
of Batik design.

Craft lovers identify Shunya’s designs compre-
hensively as the designs are so unique and well
known. Nowadays, people in and outside of India
have become ardent well-wishers of Shunya. Shun-
ya takes part in various exhibitions across the globe

and is regularly invited for attending aristocratic
and classy exhibitions in various cities. Shunya is
particularly proud of its humble beginning in a rural
area and committed to serving the needs of craft
lovers by providing an opportunity for poor village
women to combine their means of livelihood with
their passion for art. Shunya’s desire to reach the
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Shunya Batik - Kartik Manna

e et

heart of every craft lover across the nook and cor-
ner of the country has recently been jeopardized
by the COVID-19 pandemic situation. However, as
exhibitions are postponed, Shunya has found a new
way to connect with its fans and supporters
through the online platform. Through our virtual

presence online, we are knocking at you and ex-
pecting to steal your heart and soul through our
stunning and exceptional work. Today, many peo-
ple are following Shunya’s Batik technique to make
their work more attractive. We are glad that we
have become pioneers in setting some lofty stand-
ards in our area of work, but we seek your continu-
ous blessing and encouragement to lead us to even
greater heights.

Testimonial from Dr. Chaitali Chattopadhyay

| have always been an admirer of the rich hand-
loom products found in various regions of India;
this is something perhaps that | inherited from my
mother. Naturally, | was very impressed with the
exquisitely woven products made by the extraordi-
narily talented weavers of Shunya Batik. Shunya’s
products are an ideal fusion of both the ethnic and
contemporary styles. Their unique designs, ethere-
al handcrafted techniques, superior quality fabrics,
and perfect harmony of colors are woven into intri-
cate pieces of art. Whether in their sarees, blouse
pieces, stoles, or skirts, the theme of their work is
built around their tapestry of geometric designs,
natural forms, Indian folklore, and popular culture.
It reflects the wide expanse of their imaginative
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power and great creativity.

The immense talent and diligence of Shunya’s found-
er, Kartik Manna, has enabled this establishment to
thrive as it helps many women artisans living in rural
and impoverished areas gain financial stability. Shun-
ya’s team is committed to empowering women
through extensive training in Batik and Kantha, al-
lowing them eventually to put their skills into prac-
tice at the handicraft workshop. Mr. Manna and his
associates have also provided support in every way
to the rural community during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. They work together as a complete family, and this
makes their work so special in every way. They are
exceptional in their customer service, the presenta-
tion of their products, and their enthusiasm to deliv-
er the very best to their customers. Although Shun-
ya’s products are mostly sold through exhibitions all
over India, it has been forced to go online because of
the pandemic. | cannot resist mentioning my last
time online shopping experience with Shunya; the
beautiful saree was delivered in such a profoundly
artistic package that | was truly amazed by its atten-
tion to every detail. | would mince no words to en-
thusiastically recommend Shunya’s work to all the
craft lovers. By their constant strive towards perfec-
tion and genuine passion for their craft, the founder
and his associates have transformed Shunya to Pur-
na, leaving our hearts with a sense of fulfillment and
complete satisfaction.

Photo courtesy: shunyabatik.com
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ot and Photography

Background score: Snehesh Nag
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Dr. Banerjee is the recipient of Padma shri award in 2020, and his name has been in-

= cluded in the Guinness Book of World Records in July 2020, for his contribution to the
medical field. He is known as Ek Takar Daktar (one-rupee doctor) for treating patients
for the past 50 years in Bolpur Santiniketan area
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Pratichi editors organized an online adda session with celebrated guests from Kolka-
ta on Sunday, September 27th. The esteemed guests include Kaushik Sen (Theater),
Anirban Bhattacharjee (Film), Anindyo Chatterjee (Singer), Mir Afsar (Radio, TV
Personality and Anchor), Indrani Dutta (Dancer), Indrayudh Majumdar (Sarod Play-
er) and Rupa Majumdar (Director of Deb Sahitya Kutir, representing Literary World).

The topics of discussion was: How the personalities in arts and performing arts
adapting to the virtual platforms and anticipated changes in the post pandemic

world.
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https://youtu.be/QkPNO8vri4l

Documentary: Pompeii Lakshmi - Link between Ancient India, Greece, and Rome
Produced by: Rabi Chakraborty & Shoma Chakraborty
Duration: 10 mins.

Pompeii Lakshmi, the Indian artifact buried over 2000 years under the volcanic ash
of Mt. Vesuvius, unearthed in Italy, proves strong ties between the great ancient
powers of the World: Greece, Rome, Egypt, and India during the Hellenistic era.
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BAGA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES (PREVIOUS YEARS)

Year

2019

President

Subho Nath

Vice Presidents

Dipanjan Banerjee

Kamalaksha Das

Moitri D. Sarker

Paromita Ghosh

Sukla Mondal

Secretary/Jt.
Secretaries

Treasurer

Biplab Chandra

2018

Ayan Banerjee

Subhadra Gupta

Rajdeep Mondal

Mohua Maity

Anirban Majumder

2017

Jay Bhattacharjee

Lahar Das

Soma Dey

Subhadra Gupta

Kishore Chakraborty

Mamata Paul

Chaitali Nath

2016

Parimal Majumder

Arindam Tapaswi

Ayan Banerjee

Kishore Chakraborty

Manas Chatterjee

2015

Munmun Sen

Mala Basu

Parimal Majumder

Arup Dhar

Anshuman Guin

Dipankar Roy

2014

Sconjukta Halder

Mousumi Karanjee

Mausumi Basu

Reshmi Mukherjee

Sudipta Ray

2013

Monamee Adhikari /

Sumit Dutta

Partho Banerjee

Sudip Kundu

2012

Abir Guha Thakurta

Avro Deb

Shankar Sengupta

Ashoke Sarker

Subroto Majumdar

2011

Joy Bhattacharjee

Dharmajyoti Bhaumik

Krishnendu Das

Monamee Ghosal

Bhaskar Mitra

2010

Achintya Dey

Ashima Das

Sumit Dutta

Kaushik Basu

Debatirtha Basu

2009

Priyabrata Dutta

Debasree Chatterjee-Dawn

Saswati Banerjee

Joyita Bagchi Hedge

Subhankar Mukherjee
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BAGA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES (PREVIOUS YEARS)

President Vice Presidents Secretarlet. Treasurer
Secretaries
2008 |Rabindra Chakraborty Papiya Dutta Mousumi Karanjee Shubu Mitra
2007 |Dibyendu De Shanta Gupta Ranjita Betarbet Umasankar Mondal
2006 |Kiriti Gupta e Dibyendu Dey
Anil Chakraberty
2005 |Mamata Paul Sabari Roy Premananda Goswami |Soumen Ghosh
2004 |Partho Mukherjee (Jr.) Mamata Paul Maitree Sarkar Sandip Dutta
2003 [Shankar Sengupta Amalendu Sarkar Raja Gautam Kar SRR Sehe
Surajit Roy
2002 |Raktim Sen Soumitra Chattopadhyay Saban Roy Arunava Saha
2001 Amiya Ray Chaudhuri Mridul Kumar Paul Amian Mojumdar Surajit Roy
Debashis Bhattacharya Working Commiittee :
2000 |[(partial term served) Sumitra Bhattacharya Timir Pandit
Shubhra Nag
Raja Gautam Kar
Shubhra Nag Ashoke Sarkar Shamnila Chatterjee
) Maya Biswas Madhumita Chatterjee | Sathi Karan
1999 |Nita Bose e .
Chaitali Chatterjee
Anjali Roy
1998  |Sreepama Roy Sanjukta Haldar e e Rajashree Jena
Sabitri Pal
Rajashree Jena
1997 |Shailendra Banerjee Saibal Ghosal Timir Pandit
Gouri Banerjee
1996 Ashoke Bhattacharya Sanjoy Maity Joydip Bandyopadhyay
1995 |Manoj Chakraborty Ashoke Sarkar
1994 |Monica Mukherjee Anjali Roy Alpana Poddar
1993 |Shrimita Ray Chaudhuri Sumitra Bhattacharya Manoj Chakraborty
1992 Shubhra Nag Kastun Talukdar Nirmal Das
1991 Kaberi Basu Partha Bhattacharya Gautam Goswami
1990 |Sumitra Bhattacharya Uma Mukherjee Anik Chakraborty
1989 |Dipak Bagchi Dipankar Sarkar Anita Chakraborty
1988 |Niranjan Talukdar Sujan Mukherjee Anjan Duttagupta
1987 |Alak Biswas Shrimita Ray Chaudhuri |Dipak Bagchi
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BAGA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES (PREVIOUS YEARS)

Year President Vice Presidents Secretarlet. Treasurer
Secretaries
1986 |Ashim Dutta Monica Mukherjee Barun De
1985 |Ranjan Duttagupta Bula Gupta Soumya Das
1984 |Partha Mukherjee Rabi Basu Lali Derrick
Samir Mitr:
1983 |Samarendra Mitra Niranjan Talukdar qar_mr I =
Lali Dermick
1982 |Sabyasachi Gupta Alak Biswas Ashim Roy Priya Das
.. . Partha Mukherjee
1981 Bijan Das Samarendra Mitra —
Pranab Lahiri
1980 |Mohit Sen Sumitra Bhattacharya Jayanta Bhattacharya Ashim Dutta
1979 |Jayanta Bhattacharya Partha Mukherjee
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BAGA Financials

 Atlanta
913012020

Association Of Greateiri

SHEET As Of

BENGALI
BALANCE

|
|
| As of 12/31/2019 As of 3/31/2020 As of 6/30/2020 As of 9/30/2020
|

CD  WELLSFARGO-099

CD  WELLS FARGO 281

CD  WELLS FARGO 224

CD  PIEDMONT BANK

MM SAVINGS WELL SFARGO
'BOD  CHECKING ACCOUNTS

} Interest earned on fixed deposit
Total Asset Of BOD

BSC Checking Account

EC Checking Account

BYC Cash in hand

Total BAGA ASSETS

Liabilities & Equity
Total Liability

Equity

Opening Balance Equity
Retained Equity

Net income/ loss

Total Equity

M Page 111

10,000 10,000
15,231.57 15,231.57
32,158.72 32.158.72

30,000 30,000

2,584.09 2.584.27
3,147.19 13,540.22
1,069.97 1,069.97
94,191.63 104,584.75
414715 3,308.86
10,303.28 29,967.07
1,113.07 0
109,755.06 137.860.68
89,148.50 104,025.79
14,171.10 14,171.10
6,436.46 19,663.79

ToIor 1839

10,000
15,231.57
32,158.72

30,000

2,584.34
11,267.22
1,069.97
102,311.82

3,108.86

27,041.76

132,462.44

121,216.65
14,171.10
-2925.31

10,000
15,231.57
32,158.72

30,000

2,584.40
8,493.13
1,069.97
99,537.79

3,108.86

30,428.35

$133,075.00

115,517.31
14,171.10
3,386.59
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)E§ BAGA 2020 Pratichi Editorial Board

e

Best wishes from the BAGA Pratichi 2020 Editorial Board. Hope you have
enjoyed this year’s unique Pratichi-The West magazine.

Wish everyone a safe and healthy Sharodiya Durga Pujo!
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